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AAMOS DESIGNS - CONTEMPORARY
HANDWOVEN TEXTILES

Setting Up the
Loom
Learning to weave on a Riggid Heddle
loom
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What you will need
GETTING STARTED
1.Rigid Heddle - any size or width
2.A heddle/reed - any size
3.At least one stick shuttle
4.A threading/reed hook
5. Separators - a roll of cardboard or line strips of
cardboard slightly wider than your warp
6.Warping peg
7.Inch Ruler
8.Scissors
9.Tape measure
10.Yarn - a selection of 2ply/4ply fingering weight like
Jamieson's of Shetland Spindrift collection.
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Lets begin!
SETTING UP YOUR LOOM
My rigid heddle loom is an Ashford SampleIt loom,
it is 40cm weaving width with a 7.5 DPI reed, but
these instructions can be amended to work on
most rigid heddle looms, any thing is possible.

I got my loom from the lovely people at
www.weftblown.com

It depends on the length of your table to know
how much yarn you will need to warp up your
loom but I would suggest using a full cone or 6-8
25g balls of wool.
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CREATING A WARP
I use my kitchen table to wind my warp, but any
long table or two tables opposite each other
(roughly 2m) will work.

1

Clamp the loom to one end of the table and
clamp the warping peg to the other end of the
table.

2

Place the reed in the rest position and tie the
warp to the back stick, roughly 6cm away from the
back roller.

3

Push the threading hook through the first slot in
your reed, catch the yarn with the hook and pull a
loop of it through the slot. Take the loop all the
way to the warping peg and loop it over.
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WATCH A DEMO
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Warping Up

06
4

Sit your cone or ball of yarn on the floor
behind your loom (in a bowl or box if its
trying to get away from you).

5

Continue the same process by pushing the
threading hook through the second slot in
your reed, catch the yarn with the hook
and pull a loop of it through the slot. Take
the loop all the way to the warping peg
and loop it over (try and keep the tension
even).

6

Go to the next slot and repeat the process
till you have a loop in very slot. When you
are at the end tie the loose end onto the
back stick with a simple knot.

TRY AND KEEP THE TENSION EVEN
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Somethings to note
CHANGING COLOUR

TO

CHANGE

COLOUR
When you would like to
change colour tie of the
current yarn to the back
warping stick and tie on
the new one just next to
it

CHECK
YOUR

THAT

TENSION

THE

GO
IS

SAME

different types of yarn
can have different
tensions so be mindful
when choosing your yarn

CRAZY

when creating sampling
warps, go crazy, its the
best time to try
something you might
otherwise be too scared
to try.
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08

time to make the cut

7

Take a piece of waste yarn and tie it firmly around
all the warp threads that you have looped around

09

the warping peg.

8

Cut through all the loops of threads around the
peg to create individual threads.

9

Find a buddy and ask them to hold the end you
have just cut, while you wind the warp onto the
loom. Make sure they hold the threads under
tension.

10

Insert a strip of cardboard, sheet of paper or
bubble wrap (as long as its slightly wider than your
warp). This will separate the warp threads and
keep an even tension.
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Stop when the tie is at the front of the loom.

Now

10

you can remove the waste yarn and remove the
clamp from the loom.

12

Lift the first two threads on the left to the top of
the slot.

Looking behind the reed gently pull the

left thread out of the slot (the other thread stays
in the slot) Use the threading hook to pull the
loose thread through the eye to the left of the left
slot. Continue this across the warp so all threads
are either in a slot or an eye.

13

Maneuver the front warp stick so it is around 2
inches away from the front roller.

Divide the

threads into 6 groups and tie them onto the warp
stick (see picture opposite).
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Tie the other groups of threads in the same way,
feeling the tension as you go, make sure they are
all similar.

15

There are two reed positions, first of all lift the
reed to the up position. Insert a cardboard warp
stick into the shed** and slide the reed to the
front of the loom to gentle beat down the stick.
Change reed to the down position and insert
another cardboard warp stick into the shed and
gentle beat.

**THE SHED**
The shed is the opening formed in the warp to
allow the shuttle to pass through.
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12

We are now ready to
weave
Wind your weft yarn onto your shuttle, the first
small section of weaving is to just bring your warp
together so use a yarn similar to your warp.

Dont use your fancy yarn just yet.
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Its now time to have fun
16

Change the reed to the up position, take your shuttle and pass it through the shed.
Leave the end of yarn out roughly 2 inch. Don't pull the edge too tight, keep it loose,
it will give you the best finish.

17

Us the reed to gently push the first row of weaving up to the cardboard warp stick

18

Put

the reed into the down position, use your fingers to add in the loose end of yarn

into the shed.

Pass the shuttle through the same shed and gently push the second

row up against the first.

19

Continue weaving for 8 or so more rows till your warp is full and even.
This weaving technique is called plain weave and is the most basic woven structure

WATCH A DEMO
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That should be
you read to weave

PLEASE GO TO YOUR PATTERN NOW
If at any point when setting up you need advice
or you would like to discuss anything with me
please PM me or contact me through the forum
and I will do my best to help.

LINK TO THE FORUM
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